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Introduction: 

It’s good to be back here again. It’s been a while, and a lot has happened in our lives as I know is 
true for yours. In February Robin and I had the opportunity to go to Arizona for a few days and 
stay with Floyd and Elvia while I met with the leadership of a church there. As we flew into 
Phoenix I looked out the window of the airplane to see what looked like a large map below us. 
Most of the streets were aligned in an organized grid which seemed like it would be very easy to 
follow. 

But after landing on the ground things seemed a whole lot different. The people there drive a bit 
faster than we do here and merging into traffic is not an easy thing to do. I am thankful that I was 
not driving, but that Floyd was and that he had his satellite mapping device. He knew where he 
was and he had directions for where he was going, and we could just sit back and enjoy being 
with them as we went to our destination. 

Over the next few days riding around Casa Grande with him I found myself regularly disoriented. 
There were landmarks, but I wasn’t familiar with them yet, and when the sun was up all the way 
I had no real idea of which way north really was. 

This was a unique experience for me. I am generally have a very good sense of direction.  I spent 
over 30 years in Scouting using and teaching different orienting tools, and those learned and 
practiced tools benefitted me well. But there I struggled with getting oriented. It really wasn’t 
until the last part of the trip, and after taking a long walk that I really began to become 
comfortable with where I was and which way I was pointed. 

Prior to going to Arizona I had prepared my message for the next week at Grace Bible where I 
have been serving as interim pastor. As I thought about what to bring before you this week, I was 
reminded both of the trip and that passage.  

We live in a world that doesn’t know where it is going. People might have their ideas, but in the 
end they will find out how wrong they were. And this lack of direction and growing misdirection 
has even had a huge impact on our churches and many in those churches. We have a lot of 
competing voices. We are being told that things that we believe to be wrong are not really wrong, 
and that we need to accept them as right. We are even being forced by our legal and social and 
employment pressure systems to comply or face consequences. We live in a world that does not 
know its way. It doesn’t know the truth, and it is missing out on what life really is. 

This morning we are going to look at one of Jesus’ seven “I AM” statements found in John’s 
gospel. It is the one where Jesus declares that He indeed is the way, the truth and the life. These 
words were said to His disciples on that last night on which He was betrayed, arrested, and then 
tried and crucified. He knew His time had come, and He was spending most of that evening 
preparing His disciples for His departure and reminding them of what they were called to do 
afterward. A big part of that evening was reviewing and restating to them much of what He had 
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said while assuring them that the Spirit would come and help them to remember afterward. He 
knew they still didn’t get it, but He assured them that soon enough they would. 

A. Comforting Truth—I will come and get you (vv. 1-4) 

It was time. Jesus would be crucified the next day. By this time tomorrow He would already be 
removed from the cross and laid in a tomb. There would be no sleep for any of them that night. 
From their standpoint their lives would be irreparably turned upside down and they would soon 
be scattered. Knowing this Jesus begins chapter 14 with these words. 

“(1) “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. (2) “In My 
Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I 
go to prepare a place for you. (3) “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. (4) “And you know 
the way where I am going.” 

These first four verse are words of focus and comfort. Just as Jesus had spoken to Martha about 
the resurrection and the life which Jesus held in His hands before raising her brother Lazarus from 
the dead, here Jesus tells His disciples in advance that the death they would see Him go through 
was not the end. He was leaving them, but not without hope of seeing Him again. He was going 
away, but He was going away to a place where He would then prepare a place for them, and not 
some scrawny place in the back of a stable or alongside the road or even crowded together in 
the house of a welcoming follower. No, He was going to prepare a place in His Father’s house 
about which we can only imagine what it might be like, knowing without a doubt that these 
bodies pale in comparison.  

In this statement Jesus assured them that if it were not so, He would not have told them. This 
was not a wishful dream that they all would enjoy together, but a certain promise. He also 
assured them that He really did know where He was going. Though they didn’t grasp it then, He 
had told them all along that He had come from the Father in heaven and He was returning to the 
Father. Here He told them that the place He was preparing for them was in His Father’s house, 
and they would soon understand it, and rest in it as their great hope even as they faced their own 
trials and even death. 

As believers we are given the same assurance. Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:1, “For we know 
that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” (2 Corinthians 5:1, NASB95) Now it may be hard 
to see, but it is a certain promise nonetheless just as Jesus promised His disciples on that night. 

B. Confirming Promise—I will take you to Him (vv. 5-6) 

I had said that His disciples did not yet understand where He was going or how they would get 
there. Verse 5 confirms this for us. We read, “Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where 
You are going, how do we know the way?”” It was as if to say, “Lord, if you leave us we’ll be lost. 
You might know where you are going, but we don’t. And, if we don’t know where You are going, 
then we surely don’t know the way to get there.” These words of Thomas set the stage for “I AM’ 
number 6.  
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Responding to Thomas, Jesus then said in verse 6, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no 
one comes to the Father but through Me.” Jesus had said many things about Himself, and this 
statement we are looking at today is probably the most memorized and quoted of all of them, 
and probably for good reason. It makes four very specific claims, with each of them answering a 
concern raised by Thomas’s, and which reflect the deepest need for hope that faces all of us.  

1. I AM the Way. There is no other. 

First of all, “I am the way.” Jesus did not say that He was one of many paths. In a previous “I AM” 
statement He said that He is the door of the sheep. There is only one way in and out of the fold, 
which is through Him as the gate or gatekeeper. All religions do not lead to the same place. In 
that sense Christianity is very narrow and maybe even-narrow-minded in that we know that all 
other paths lead to destruction. In Mathew chapter 12, right after the saying the “Golden Rule” 
as it is known, Jesus followed by saying in verses 13 and 14, “Enter through the narrow gate; for 
the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter 
through it. For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who 
find it.” (Matthew 7:13–14, NASB95) Jesus then followed this by the illustration of the good tree 
that bears much fruit and the non-productive or unhealthy tree that is cut down, and then the 
illustration of the man who builds his house upon the rock and the one who builds his on sand to 
see it washed away. In-between these two additional illustrations, Jesus even declared that not 
everyone who says, “Lord, Lord” will enter heaven. This is indeed a very narrow statement and 
the early believers grasped this truth, just as we are to today. 

We call ourselves Christians, but this was not the first name by which we were known. It isn’t 
until Barnabas grabbed Saul (or Paul) and took him with him to Antioch in Acts chapter 11 where 
they met with and taught a great many believers that they were first called Christians as we read 
in verse 26, “and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26, NASB95) Even 
then this term “Christian” was not a complimentary one. It was one of derision, putting down, 
or looking poorly upon. The historian Josephus called them “that tribe of Christians.” It was not 
a term of acceptance, but one of ridicule and alienation from the rest. But then, even as now, it 
is a badge we wear as we confidently align ourselves with our Lord who went before us as our 
Way, and the Way of all who believe. 

“The Way” is the first name we have for us as believers in Christ. Jesus said that He is the Way, 
and the first believers were recognized as being “of the way.” Just a few chapters earlier in Acts 
we read in 9:1-2, “Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, 
went to the high priest, and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that 
if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to 
Jerusalem.” (Acts 9:1–2, NASB95) Even later when Paul testified to the people about His own 
conversion he said in 22:4, “I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and putting both men 
and women into prisons,” (Acts 22:4, NASB95) Then in chapter24 of Acts Paul declared His 
faithfulness, before Felix and in front of his accusers, to following after God with these words, 
“But this I admit to you, that according to the Way which they call a sect I do serve the God of 
our fathers, believing everything that is in accordance with the Law and that is written in the 
Prophets;” (Acts 24:14, NASB95) 
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They got it. Jesus is the Way. He is the only way. There is no other way or “name”, as we read in 
Acts 4:12, “under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.” (Acts 
4:12, NASB95) For us today, even knowing that people might reject, ridicule, and even persecute 
us because we believe it, this is the truth on which we stand and that we are called to proclaim. 
Jesus is the Way! 

2. I AM the Truth. I always have been and always will be. 

Secondly, Jesus said that He is “the Truth.” 

We live in a world today where people consider the truth relative or subjective. It is really easy 
to dismiss something if you say that all truth is relative to the views of the individual or subject. 
In other words, if someone thinks it to be true then to them it is true, and therefore it is 
acceptable in a subjective worldview. This is what comes out of the mouths of many today. But 
when they try to work it out in practice it doesn’t work. It doesn’t work because, at some time or 
another, the subjective views of one person are going to cross paths with the different subjective 
views of another in such a way that both of them cannot be correct.  

This really comes down to the simple principles of logic or reason which in state that in opposition 
“A” and “not-A” cannot both be true. For instance, if the atheist believes that God is not real and 
the Christian believes that He is, both of them cannot be correct. One must be wrong, if not both. 
But then again, both can’t be wrong because this statement is very basic in its form: either God 
exists or He doesn’t. There is only one truth and one truth giver. 

The Jews of Jesus day denied that Jesus was the Christ and that He was from God. According to 
logic, if He were not from God then He must be from the devil. Those were their only two options; 
options which Jesus agreed with and used to rebut their own words, declaring that even His 
works testified to the truth of Him being sent by the Father. 

Throughout the gospels and particularly John, the repeated issue that gave people cause to 
question whether Jesus might really be the Christ, was the works that He did that no one could 
do. We have recorded for us both the words and the works that attest to Jesus’ claim that He is 
from the Father. These facts themselves stand as a strong rebuttal to the argument of the Jewish 
leadership that He was from the devil. The only seemingly viable option left to them was that 
Jesus really was from the Father and that His words were true. Those who believed certainly 
thought so. But those who did not, remained blind to the facts and remained immersed in their 
inability to see the proofs right in front of them. 

Jesus said that He is the truth. He is more than just believable. He is the full-embodiment of truth. 
John began his record with the very strong attestation of this fact in the first 18 verses of the first 
chapter, where we read in part, 

"(1) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. (2) He was in the beginning with God. (3) All things came into being through Him, 
and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. (4) In Him was 
life, and the life was the Light of men.  
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(9) There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man. (10) 
He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not 
know Him. 

(14) And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as 
of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

(17) For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through 
Jesus Christ. (18) No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in 
the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.” (John 1:1–18, NASB95) 

Jesus is more than truthful. He is truth. The very definition of all that is truth is found in Him. And 
God has preserved this truth for us as men were moved by the Spirit to record His truth for us to 
understand today. 

Here is a simple objective principle: There is only one truth which is; Jesus is the only way. That’s 
the absolute truth because God is not a liar. The devil on the other hand is the father of lies, as 
we read in John 8:44, and there is no truth in him.  

3. I AM the Life, and it can be found in no one or nothing else. 

The third statement of Jesus here is that He is “the Life.” We’ve already touched on some of the 
verses speaking to this, because Scripture weaves these three truths together over and over 
again. We saw this in Acts 4:12 where we read that there was no other way, no other name under 
heaven by which we must be saved. There is only one answer to life and that is Jesus Christ. This 
is what we saw in John 10:10 when Jesus spoke of Himself as the door of the sheep and just 
before calling Himself the good shepherd. “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I 
came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10, NASB95) 

In John chapter 3 Jesus told Nicodemus when he came to Him at night, “For God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but 
have eternal life. For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the 
world might be saved through Him.” (John 3:16–17, NASB95) And in chapter 11, before raising 
Lazarus from the dead, Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me 
will live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you 
believe this?” (John 11:25–26, NASB95) And how did He prove it? 

He spoke to the Father as a demonstration of their oneness, and then he loudly spoke, “Lazarus 
come forth!” Lazarus then did just as he was called out to do, burial clothes and all. As a further 
proof of this we even read that as the chief priests were conspiring to kill Jesus they were also 
conspiring to kill His proof, Lazarus. 

4. There is no other way to the Father. I AM it! 

The last thing Jesus said in verse 6 is, “no one comes to the Father but through Me.” 

Just in case there is some confusion about what Jesus meant by Him being the way, he closes this 
“I AM” statement by specifying the destination. Jesus had been very consistent in pointing people 
back to the Father; telling them that He was the One sent by the Father. Even as He moved 
through this particular night with His disciples, He repeatedly told them where He was going and 
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He assured them that they would join Him there. His statement is one of absolute and total 
exclusivity. There is no other way to the Father but through Him. 

C. Clarifying Confusion—I and the Father are One (vv. 7-11) 

1. To know Me is to know the Father. Jesus is the perfect representation of the Father 
in the flesh. 

He went on in verse 7 to add, “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; 
from now on you know Him, and have seen Him.”  

Grasping that Jesus is the Son of God, His disciples still did not grasp the full oneness that the Son 
shared with the Father. Jesus was more than an obedient child. He was, always has been, and 
always be God. While I do not fully comprehend Jesus saying, “If you had known Me,” I can only 
imagine Him meaning that if they had known Him in His fullness of His glory before taking on the 
form of man they would have seen Him just as He is and they would have known the Father as 
well. They are inseparable in all of their attributes and infinitudes. But even having seen Him in 
the form of man, Jesus told His disciples that in seeing Him they had also come to see the Father. 
Jesus is the perfect translation of God in flesh, and just as they had come to know Him as their 
dear friend and teacher, they had also come to know the character and the power of God who 
they did not see.  

Jesus had just told them that He is God. But as we see in the very next verse (8) that as Philip was 
listening, he, for one, only heard in part what Jesus had to say. Philip responded, “Lord, show us 
the Father and this is enough for us.” What is enough? Would you then believe that Jesus and 
the Father are one if you saw the Father? Was that like when Thomas said that he would not 
believe unless He saw and touched the nail prints and the hole in Jesus side? 

Jesus responded to Philip starting in verse 9, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have 
not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, 
‘Show us the Father’? (10) “Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? 
The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in Me 
does His works. (11) “Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; otherwise 
believe because of the works themselves.” (John 14:9-11, NASB95) 

2. To see Me is to have seen the Father. We are perfect images of each other in all that 
we are. 

There was this sense that they weren’t going to get it until they saw Christ on the other side of 
the grave. It was the words that Jesus said in combination with the works that He did, such as 
resurrection of Lazarus and the sight given to the blind man, that caused some to start to believe, 
and surely His disciples were beginning to understand even more deeply. 

3. I am in Him and He is in Me. We are ONE 

Still Jesus had to stop them and challenge them to consider all that they had seen and heard. All 
along He had spoken of His relationship with the Father and that the words He said were 
according to the will of the Father; that even the works testified to this very fact. Really guys? 
After all of this time, don’t you get it? Believe Me. I and the Father are One. I am in the Father, 
and the Father is in Me. Look at the facts. Look at the things you have seen with your own eyes. 
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They still had quite a way to go in their understanding, and Jesus had a lot more to speak to them 
about that night. But we do see progress in their understanding woven through the conversations 
of this last night which culminated in this interaction at the end of John 16, just before Jesus 
began to pray the prayer of chapter 17.  

"(29) His disciples said, “Lo, now You are speaking plainly and are not using a figure of 
speech. (30) “Now we know that You know all things, and have no need for anyone to 
question You; by this we believe that You came from God.”  

(31) Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe? (32) “Behold, an hour is coming, and 
has already come, for you to be scattered, each to his own home, and to leave Me 
alone; and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me. (33) “These things I have 
spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, 
but take courage; I have overcome the world.”” (John 16:29–33, NASB95) 

“Do you now believe?” Isn’t this really the question that underlies how we live our lives? In your 
handouts I’ve included four questions that I would encourage you to spend time considering as 
you think back through our passage for today. 

 What difference does Jesus being the way make in your life? 

Imagine living your last week without Jesus? Can you do that? Maybe you had one of the stressful 
times when you panicked and had to be reminded of God’s presence in your life. Maybe you had 
some of those quiet times that you were able to sit quietly before God, hear from Him, and know 
His way in your life. 

 What difference does Jesus being the truth make in how you view things? 

Jesus was constantly confronted and challenged, and in all of these situations He stayed focus on 
who He was, who sent Him, and how Him being the truth in the face of the world’s lies made all 
of the difference. What difference does Him being the truth and His sharing that truth with us 
make in how you view things? 

 And, what difference does Jesus being the life make in the way you live yours? 

Does Jesus really affect the way you live your life? Maybe you had a time of panic this past week, 
and you needed to refocus or reorient yourself. What difference does He make in the way you 
live? 

Lastly, what difference does knowing that Jesus is the only way to the Father, and that because 
of Him, you have been given open access to Father make in your confidence in approaching God 
about anything? …About approaching those around you? 

It is a great privilege to be up here today to share with you. I had a full year of messages from 
John’s gospel to preach while at Grace, and thinking about what to share here I went to one 
of my favorites. In a shortened version, this will also be one of the messages I will be 
privileged to share in a couple of weeks in Arizona as I return for nearly three weeks as their 
candidate for their next senior pastor. Robin won’t be going with me this time because of 
the length and where our kids are in their school year. 
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 I’m leaving on Friday the 13th and returning on Monday the 30th, speaking on three Sundays 
and two Saturdays, with hopefully a lot of meeting and talking with people in between. 

Won’t you pray with us as we anticipate and hope for this open door for ministry. It would mean 
a huge change for us and a lot to do in preparation, but we are excited as we continue to wait on 
this open door from God. I really love the request of Paul in Colossians 4 where he asked his 
readers to pray for him, writing, “Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with 
thanksgiving. At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, 
to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison [or in my case, burdened or 
sent by God] — that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak. And whether it be in the 
church or outside the church in my time there that I would do as he instructed his readers, and 
Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. Let[ting my] speech always 
be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that [I]  may know how [I]  ought to answer each person.” 
(Colossians 4:2–6, ESV) 

Pray. 


